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Introduction
UNDERSTANDING SEXUAL ASSAULT
AGAINST QUEER MEN THROUGH 
THE LENS OF INTERSECTIONALITY

Most scholarly analyses of sexual assault have focused on women sur-
vivors, as many researchers examining this violence against men have 
noted.1 Scholars employing intersectionality—a feminist approach that 
examines the overlapping e�ects of multiple systems of oppression—have 
also pointed out that representations of survivors have often focused on 
the experiences of white, implicitly heterosexual, women.2 This emphasis 
on white women does not re�ect the group that experiences a preponder-
ance of sexual assault, as research shows that Black and Latinx women, 
and possibly even some men of color, experience this violence at higher 
rates.3 Tommy Curry, in an article focusing on Black men’s assaultive ex-
periences, has pointed to some nationally representative data in the U.S. 
showing that Black men “have rates of sexual victimization higher than 
white women.”4 While I have written this text in the spirit of solidarity for 
survivors across the lines of race, gender, and sexuality, I also argue that 
sexual assault scholarship and advocacy would bene¢t by continuing to 
account for the experiences of survivors who are marginalized in multiple 
ways—for example, based on race and gender or race and sexuality—
rather than based on only one of these power relations. 
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In Violent Di�erences, I build on intersectional work that has examined 
sexual assault against women of color, yet I focus on another marginal-
ized group—queer men—and draw particular attention to the experiences 
of Black queer male survivors. This research, based on interviews with 
sixty queer men who have experienced sexual assault, is the ¢rst book-
length, intersectional analysis of this group of men.5 Participants in this 
study identi¢ed in a variety of ways; queer men is used as an umbrella 
term throughout to refer to men who do not identify as heterosexual. 
A majority of these respondents, thirty-seven, self-identi¢ed as Black or 
African American. 

BACKGROUND ON INTERSECTIONALITY 
AND CURRENT STUDY

A considerable amount of intersectional scholarship has revealed the 
limitations of approaches that focus on one form of inequality such as a 
gender-only or race-only analysis.6 These approaches have been critiqued 
for failing to address the more holistic and interdependent ways that in-
equalities operate, as systems of oppression such as racism and sexism 
overlap to such an extent that addressing one of them ends up being less 
productive for reducing structural inequities than tackling both of them 
simultaneously.7 Moreover, challenges to one system of oppression may 
reinforce other forms of inequality. Challenging sexism, for example, 
by underscoring the experiences of white heterosexual women may re-
inforce the privileging of whiteness and heterosexuality, further harm-
ing women who are not white or heterosexual. Indeed, intersectionality 
developed in part in response to theories that reduced sexism to the ex-
periences of white women and racism to the experiences of Black men, 
which e�ectively rendered invisible Black women’s simultaneous experi-
ences of racism and sexism.8 Intersectional work in lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) studies has also emphasized that the 
mainstream gay-rights movement has often focused sole attention on 
sexuality, which privileges white gay men’s challenges and marginalizes 
LGBTQ people of color’s experiences of structural oppression.9 In short, 
intersectional approaches reject assumptions that one form of inequality 
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should be privileged and instead focus on multiple forms of inequality 
simultaneously. 

With regard to sexual assault, the harmful consequences of not attend-
ing to racial inequality can be seen with a history of US-based lynching 
that has involved false charges of rape against Black men.10 In the United 
States, attempts to combat sexual assault have often reinforced racial in-
equality and relied on a racializing of “the rapist”—what Angela Davis has 
referred to as the “myth of the Black rapist.”11 These racialized notions 
have also helped to conceal more privileged white male assailants’ assaul-
tive acts, given that they have been distanced from dominant understand-
ings of who commits this violence.12

Along with a racializing of assailants, an emphasis on white women sur-
vivors has obscured more marginalized survivors’ experiences, as scholars 
examining sexual assault against women of color have argued.13 In one of 
the most foundational intersectional texts, Kimberlé Crenshaw revealed 
that advocacy devoted to violence against women has frequently privi-
leged gender and focused primarily on the concerns of middle-class white 
women; simultaneously, some racial justice groups have excluded from 
their agenda issues such as sexual assault that disproportionately a�ect 
Black women.14 As a result, Black women have been marginalized from 
both of these arenas.15 These exclusions have persisted in other ways as 
well. Although the phrase MeToo was ¢rst used by activist Tarana Burke, 
a Black woman, on social media in 2006, the intersectional history of this 
activism is in danger of being forgotten or whitewashed. The cases that 
have become most synonymous with #MeToo have involved Hollywood 
actresses, disproportionately white and usually wealthy, as survivors.16

Although intersectionality has been employed in many studies of 
women survivors, less scholarship on male survivors has adopted an in-
tersectional approach, despite some notable exceptions to the contrary.17

Further, a few scholars have noted that media representations of male sur-
vivors have disproportionately focused on white, implicitly gay, men.18 For 
instance, The Hunting Ground, a well-known documentary exploring sex-
ual assault on college campuses, does not focus only on women survivors 
but also on men who have experienced this violence.19 The male survi-
vors who appear in the ¢lm—disproportionately white and feminine—are 
never identi¢ed as gay or bisexual, yet cultural understandings that link 
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white male femininity with homosexuality likely construct these men as 
implicitly gay for many viewers. Such representations contribute to no-
tions of male survivors as primarily white and may reproduce associations 
of white gay male femininity with victimhood or vulnerability. 

In this text, I argue that inequalities based on race, gender, and sexuality 
have prevented signi¢cant attention to Black queer men’s assaultive expe-
riences, as this group has not ¢gured as frequently as white or hetero-
sexual survivors into representations of sexual assault. Instead, I argue for 
an analysis of sexual violence that decenters whiteness and considers ra-
cial inequality as central to many survivors’ experiences. Given that racial 
inequality plays an important role in structuring oppression based on gen-
der and sexuality, I contend that approaches devoted to reducing sexual 
assault would bene¢t by integrating a deep resistance to institutional rac-
ism. Additionally, focusing on queer male survivors, a majority of whom 
are Black, helps with challenging rape myths that position survivors as 
primarily white heterosexual women and assailants as disproportionately 
Black men. White heterosexual women may bene¢t from frameworks that 
privilege gender and white gay men may bene¢t from those that privi-
lege sexuality, yet intersectional approaches remain necessary for multiply 
marginalized survivors and for moving away from frameworks that chal-
lenge one form of inequality but nevertheless reinforce another.

Beyond the intersectionality of this text, it remains important to focus 
on sexual assault against queer men because research has shown that 
this population experiences high rates of this violence.20 While scholar-
ship varies in estimating the extent to which queer men experience sexual 
assault, Rothman and coauthors’ review of seventy-¢ve studies revealed 
that for gay and bisexual men, these estimates ranged from 11.8 percent to 
54.0 percent, with a median estimate of 30 percent.21 Comparing these ¢g-
ures with research on the general US population, these authors concluded 
that gay and bisexual men “may be at increased risk for sexual assault vic-
timization.”22 Fewer studies have explored racial di�erences among queer 
men, although some evidence suggests that queer people of color experi-
ence sexual assault at higher rates than their white counterparts.23

Examining sexual assault against men, queer or otherwise, could cer-
tainly be done in unproductive, anti-feminist ways. Speci¢cally, the lack 
of mainstream attention devoted to men’s assaultive experiences could be 
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used to engage in an anti-feminist argument that dismisses gender in-
equality and positions social conditions as unfairly “favoring women.” To 
be sure, the common media focus on white women survivors is not ben-
e¢ting many white women who have been sexually assaulted either. Media 
representations of sexual assault have frequently reproduced traditional 
gender ideology by positioning white women as needing “protection”—
discourse that contributes to gender inequality.24 Instead, I focus on sex-
ual assault against queer men, not to dismiss any emphasis on women 
survivors across racial lines or their experiences of structural oppression, 
but to expand feminist understandings of this violence to include a wider 
range of survivors. Broadening our understandings of who constitutes a 
sexual assault survivor helps not only with accounting for a wider range 
of experiences but also with showing how systems of oppression such as 
heteronormativity and institutional racism play an equally important role 
as gender inequality in shaping what many survivors experience.25

ORNELL’S EXPERIENCES

In this study, many participants’ experiences di�ered from traditional rep-
resentations of sexual assault. Take, for example, Ornell, a thirty-seven-
year-old Black gay man who grew up in a small, mostly white town.26 At 
this time, during his youth, he regularly experienced harassment from the 
police, including from one oÌcer who used racial slurs against him. He 
also experienced racist and homophobic harassment at school, from both 
teachers and classmates, and he did not feel supported by his family due 
to their homophobia. 

At the age of eighteen, he moved to New York City, where he ¢rst lived 
in a homeless shelter for three years. He continued to experience po-
lice harassment throughout his time in the city, as he said that he was 
stopped by the police “on a weekly basis.” These experiences typically in-
volved some version of a “stop and search,” in which he detailed a process 
whereby “the cops would pat me down for no reason” and sometimes 
“take me down to the station for disorderly conduct.” Ornell described 
himself as “feminine,” as his gender expression included him wearing ear-
rings and ripped jeans, and he said that he is often pro¢led by the police 
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based on discriminatory notions that he is “up to no good and shouldn’t 
be walking the streets.”27

While living in the homeless shelter, Ornell met and fell in love with a 
man, Andres. He then moved in with Andres after they had been dating 
for a few months. Ornell described a process of escalating verbal disputes 
that eventually resulted in Andres hitting and pushing Ornell several 
times. A few weeks after this abuse began, Andres raped Ornell, forcibly 
holding him down by the throat and covering his mouth. Approximately 
two weeks after the rape, Ornell and Andres got into an argument, which 
prompted one of their neighbors to call the police. When the oÌcers came 
to the apartment, Ornell told them that the couple had been ¢ghting 
about a sexual assault, which he said the oÌcers “turned into a joke” that 
included one of them asking, “You’re sitting here wearing earrings, and 
you expect us to take you seriously?” 

Experiences such as Ornell’s have been marginalized by approaches 
that overlook the role of race, sexuality, and gender expression in rela-
tion to sexual assault. By centering such experiences, analyses of sexual 
assault can help to challenge inequalities based not only on gender but 
also on race and sexuality. How Ornell spoke about his experiences also 
contrasted with some dominant understandings of sexual assault against 
men. For example, research has shown that male survivors frequently feel 
emasculated—like “less of a man”—after a sexual assault and then strive 
to reclaim or reassert a masculine sense of self.28 In contrast, as Ornell 
re�ected on the assault, he said that he did not feel emasculated after the 
rape because “I never felt masculine to begin with.” An understanding that 
sexual assault leads male survivors to feel emasculated did not re�ect how 
most Black queer men and queer men of color in this study responded 
to this violence. In fact, these participants sometimes complained about 
others wanting them to “admit” to feeling emasculated, even though they 
did not feel this way. Conversely, white queer men, even those who iden-
ti¢ed as feminine, typically felt emasculated. Thus, in focusing on queer 
men of color’s experiences, some dominant assumptions—such as those 
that presume emasculation—begin to slip away. 

Further, as Ornell’s experience with disclosing the sexual assault to the 
police oÌcers reveals, Black queer male survivors often cannot rely on the 
police to improve their situation. Ornell’s experiences of being pro¢led 
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by the police before the assault demonstrate the importance of under-
standing these practices through an intersectional lens, as race, sexuality, 
and gender expression simultaneously shaped what he experienced. Black 
gender-expansive or gender-nonconforming participants described many 
pro¢ling experiences in which they perceived the police as targeting their 
gender expression as well as their racial identity.29 These experiences can-
not be fully understood by focusing only on race, gender, or sexuality, 
but instead require deeper consideration of their overlap. A phrase such 
as “racial pro¢ling” does not fully encapsulate such experiences because 
these participants thought that the police had targeted them in part due 
to their gender expression. The bene¢ts of an intersectional approach thus 
provide a better sense of many individuals’ experiences than frameworks 
that focus on one system of oppression. The complexities of Ornell’s expe-
riences would be �attened or obscured through an approach that explored 
only race, gender, or sexuality. 

OUTLINE OF MY MAIN ARGUMENT

With this application of intersectionality, this book has implications 
more broadly for advocacy and scholarship devoted to sexual assault. 
Traditional approaches that focus on the assaultive experiences of white 
women or white gay men are not always explicitly exclusionary of mul-
tiply marginalized survivors, as groups such as Black women or Black 
queer men may appear representationally, but the intersectional critique 
of these frameworks is that whiteness often remains centralized and that 
racial inequality continues to be marginalized from much of this work.30

In contrast, I argue that by adopting an intersectional approach, attempts 
to reduce sexual assault can become more radical, bene¢cial, and trans-
formative. Speci¢cally, focusing on the comparatively intense forms of 
marginalization that Black queer men experience reveals the extent to 
which many survivors are not supported in a US context, as well as the 
necessity for change. 

Overall, the chapters in this book reveal widespread structural margin-
alization experienced by queer male survivors—especially by those who 
are Black—and demonstrate that anti-queer prejudice cannot explain 
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much of this systematic inequality. For instance, my research shows that 
queer men of color described feeling “lonely” after their assaultive experi-
ences to a much greater extent than their white counterparts, as the for-
mer felt more isolated from a variety of domains, including but not limited 
to LGBTQ communities and institutional resources provided by groups 
such as the police. Examining the experiences of white queer male survi-
vors undoubtedly reveals a lack of some institutional support as well—the 
vast majority of white participants had negative experiences when report-
ing a sexual assault to the police, for example—yet work devoted to re-
ducing sexual assault would miss many of the forms of social isolation 
experienced by queer men of color if sexuality or anti-LGBTQ prejudice 
remained the primary focus. 

Compare the experiences of Marcel, a twenty-seven-year-old Black gay 
man, and Allen, a thirty-eight-year-old white gay man. Both of these par-
ticipants had an assaultive experience that was intra-racial—where the as-
sailant was the same race as them. Marcel’s experience occurred during a 
casual sexual encounter—often colloquially known as a “hookup”—where 
a man raped him, while a man Allen dated spiked his drink with a date 
rape drug and then raped him when he was unconscious. Only Marcel, 
however, repeatedly emphasized how lonely and isolated he felt after his 
assaultive experience. He thought that he could not rely on the police for 
support—saying, “My community, we don’t trust the police because what 
are they going to do?”—and he thought that other gay men who are not 
Black might be dismissive of his assaultive experience, saying, “Other gay 
guys just look at this as a ‘Black thing.’ ” 

Black queer men, and queer men of color more broadly, often spoke 
about their marginalization from LGBTQ communities, which they some-
times described as infused with racial inequality or set up to bene¢t white 
gay men.31 Moreover, although white participants typically had negative 
experiences when reporting an assaultive experience to the police, they 
did not have the extensive history of being pro¢led and harassed by po-
lice oÌcers that most Black queer men described. These experiences then 
shaped Black queer men’s hesitancy or unwillingness to report an assault 
to the police and intensi¢ed their concerns about not having others whom 
they could rely on for support. In short, white queer men were more insti-
tutionally supported than queer men of color and did not face structural 
marginalization to the same degree. 
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Accounting for structural marginalization remains particularly impor-
tant in the context of sexual violence because survivors’ social positions—
that is, where they are located in relation to power and inequality—a�ect 
not only how they will be treated by various institutions and communi-
ties but also how others will perceive their claims of sexual assault. In 
this study, Black queer men experienced and worried about discourses of 
blame that white queer men did not. Most participants described feeling 
that they should have been able to prevent a sexual assault through physi-
cal force, with others sometimes even asking questions such as, “Why 
didn’t you ¢ght back?” Respondents often spoke about this question in 
relation to masculinity. However, given a history of racialized discourse 
that has associated Black men with “strong” or “aggressive” masculinities, 
Black queer male survivors described being asked this type of question 
more than non-Black participants. Consequently, rape myths that “men 
cannot be raped” due to their assumed strength have di�erent racialized 
e�ects, systematically disadvantaging Black male survivors who confront 
masculinizing stereotypes. In this sense, I show that feminism and inter-
sectionality can improve understandings of sexual assault against men, 
not only women. 

Despite contentions that intersectionality has run its course, Patri-
cia Hill Collins has recently argued that intersectional approaches have 
merely begun exposing and resisting unequal power relations and can ex-
pand to many areas of study to improve understandings of how systems 
of oppression simultaneously structure social life.32 It is in this spirit of 
expanding the scope of intersectionality that I have written this text, as 
a considerable body of masculinities scholarship has argued for greater 
attention to the ways that men as well as women are intersectionally 
situated in relation to social hierarchies.33 Together, all of the following 
chapters—whether they focus on emasculation, discourses of blame, or 
experiences with the police—reveal that the structural barriers confront-
ing queer male survivors vary signi¢cantly based on their social location. 
Given this variability, queer male survivors should be understood not 
as monolithic but as heterogeneous. The “di�erences” described herein 
should also then be understood as the outcome of social processes, not as 
re�ecting some natural or essentialized di�erence between social groups. 

Intersectionality has sometimes been critiqued for being too ¢xed on 
identity or for being too static—that is, not �uid enough—yet in Violent 
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Di�erences I show that the tools of intersectionality can expand traditional 
understandings of sexual assault, providing more comparative knowledge 
on multiple groups of survivors.34 This understanding of intersectional-
ity as an expansive approach—not ¢xed or rigid at all—helps with broad-
ening bodies of scholarship, such as sexual assault research, in new and 
bene¢cial directions. In particular, this approach illustrates the continued 
need to understand systems of oppression as overlapping, rather than as-
suming that challenges to one system of inequality will bene¢t survivors 
who are oppressed in multiple ways. 

Although the intersection of race, gender, and sexuality receives the 
most attention in this book, related aspects of inequality, including bipho-
bia, transphobia, and stigmatizing notions of HIV, are also explored. As 
such, this analysis reveals the multifaceted ways that queer male survivors 
are situated in relation to privilege and disadvantage. Most of the men in 
this study identi¢ed as gay, yet I draw attention to the unique experiences 
of bisexual and pansexual participants, especially in chapter 3, to destabi-
lize a straightforward emphasis on “queer men”; this category is not neces-
sarily as clear-cut as is often assumed. Indeed, it remains important to 
include the experiences of transgender men in analyses of sexual assault, 
given that this group faces particular challenges and forms of abuse that 
their cisgender counterparts do not.35

Gay and bisexual men have historically been stereotyped as childhood 
sexual abusers and most cisgender participants described others they 
knew who held these stereotypes, yet transgender men detailed these no-
tions even more frequently in relation to their gender identity.36 Santiago, 
a forty-nine-year-old Latino transgender man, explained that “people 
think of trans people as predators, not people who experience [sexual as-
sault].” Certainly, attempts to pass anti-transgender bathroom bills have 
commonly relied on such prejudicial assumptions.37 These notions then 
make it particularly diÌcult for transgender survivors to have their claims 
believed, as others may perceive transgender people through a predatory 
lens. Throughout this book, I have expanded approaches for understand-
ing sexual assault against queer men more with regard to race, yet I hope 
that future work will continue to build on my analysis of bisexual, pan-
sexual, and transgender men to add further knowledge regarding these 
groups’ experiences.38
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ANTI- QUEER UNDERSTANDINGS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

In this text, I argue for a decentering of not only whiteness but also hetero-
sexuality. Scholarship focusing on LGBTQ people’s assaultive experiences 
has pointed to the frequency of a heteronormative framework in much of 
the media landscape devoted to sexual assault.39 Typically, such hetero-
normative approaches simply exclude any mention of LGBTQ people or 
identities, but more overtly anti-queer frameworks may highlight sexual 
assault against queer men in ways that pathologize this group, or LGBTQ 
people more broadly. With regard to childhood sexual abuse, anti-queer 
perspectives have traditionally positioned such abuse as causing an indi-
vidual’s queerness.40 According to this prejudicial understanding, sexual 
abuse can “make” someone queer. Several participants in this study ex-
plained that others had made this type of statement to them. For example, 
Emerson, a twenty-¢ve-year-old Black and Latino bisexual man, said that 
his mother linked his experiences of sexual abuse at a young age—in which 
his father had sexually abused him—to his bisexuality as an adult. When 
he ¢rst told her that he was bisexual, at the age of eighteen, she asked him, 
“Is this because of what your father did?” 

Even more common than those reactions, participants described others’ 
responses that positioned their queerness as contributing to an assaultive 
experience. Shane, a forty-nine-year-old white gay man, explained that 
when he was young his brother responded to learning about Shane’s expe-
riences of sexual abuse by saying, “If you weren’t ‘out there’ being gay, this 
wouldn’t happen.” Broadly speaking, this type of perspective associates 
queerness with negative consequences such as sexual abuse, as some un-
derstanding exists that taking on this identity will expose oneself to harm-
ful e�ects. The implied message in such narratives is to avoid queerness, 
or outward expressions of it, which are associated with male femininity or 
gender nonconformity. 

Relatedly, outsiders may construct queer men’s assaultive experiences 
in punitive terms. For example, Sherman, a ¢fty-three-year-old Black gay 
man, worried about others responding in the following way if he disclosed 
an assaultive experience that occurred during adulthood: “Like maybe 
[sexual assault] is not so bad because gay people need to ¢nd God any-
way. . . . Like we deserve it for being gay.” This punitiveness may be framed 
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in religious ways—with sexual assault viewed as “God’s punishment” for 
queer people—but such perspectives more generally associate queerness 
with negative characteristics. From anti-queer perspectives, sexual as-
sault against queer men arises not out of heteronormativity but because 
of queerness itself. 

In contrast, throughout this text, I challenge these stigmatizing ideas 
that position queerness as a cause of sexual assault or abuse. Sexual as-
sault against queer men must not be understood in these ways, as my 
research shows that queer male survivors frequently struggle with such 
associations. Thus, these ways of framing sexual assault against queer 
men should be understood as reinforcing the struggles that queer male 
survivors already experience. Further, with regard to gender expression, 
an important shift of focus needs to occur: it is the stigmatizing of male 
femininity, rather than this attribute itself, that leads some assailants to 
commit sexual assault against men.

SURVIVORS’  CHALLENGES AND 
THE CONTEXT OF THE ASSAULT

Despite the many di�erences outlined throughout this book, survivors 
across the lines of race, gender, and sexuality will recognize many of the 
forms of victim blaming presented here. As a considerable amount of femi-
nist work has shown, much of US culture remains infused with patholo-
gizing notions of survivors—as deceitful or disturbed, for example—and 
respondents in this study often spoke about how others’ perceptions of 
them changed a considerable amount, usually for the worse, when re-
vealing an assaultive experience.41 Outsiders may perceive survivors as 
“biased” with regard to sexual assault, while conversely constructing non-
survivors as “objective” or free of bias. These ideas contribute to the mar-
ginalization of survivors’ voices and experiences. For bisexual, pansexual, 
and transgender participants, I show that concerns over being perceived 
as deceitful were particularly pronounced, due to negative stereotypes of 
these groups that link them with untrustworthiness. Consequently, al-
though pathologizing notions of survivors exist for a wide range of groups, 
respondents’ experiences revealed important di�erences in this regard. 
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In spite of these di�erences, scholarship has shown that groups ranging 
from service providers to the general US public frequently hold negative 
views of queer male survivors—in particular, by drawing on stereotypes 
of queer men as “hypersexual.”42 Conversely, consistent with a long line 
of feminist scholarship, I argue that a desire for consensual sex should 
not be understood as a sign that one has relinquished their right to sexual 
autonomy.43 Once again, a shift needs to occur in which this violence is 
understood as originating not through the survivor’s attributes or actions 
prior to the assault, but through the assailant’s perpetration of harmful 
behavior. 

Engaging in a hookup by going over to someone else’s place remains 
a rite of passage for many queer men; even this “rite of passage” notion 
assigns such practices a temporary status, as queer men may engage in 
casual sexual encounters on a more permanent basis. A pathologizing of 
queer men as “hypersexual” is also an intersectional concern, as Black par-
ticipants were particularly likely to have others assign sexualizing notions 
onto them. Indeed, as scholarship has shown, Black queer men’s sexuali-
ties often provoke panic, fear, or anger in especially high degrees, with the 
overlap of heteronormativity and institutional racism constructing Black 
queer men’s sex practices through a pathologizing lens.44 As a result, al-
though sexualizing stereotypes exist for many queer men, I argue for a 
more intersectional consideration of this pathologizing. 

Before beginning this project, I had incorrectly presumed that I would 
¢nd little victim blaming among queer male survivors in terms of focusing 
on “promiscuity.” Instead, some respondents—disproportionately those 
who identi¢ed as masculine—positioned other queer male survivors as 
blameworthy for desiring consensual sex. These forms of victim blaming 
may be comfortable as a defense mechanism—after all, this line of think-
ing contends, if one avoids “promiscuity” then one is largely safe from such 
assaults—yet the most common context in which participants experienced 
sexual violence as an adult involved a relationship. However, respondents 
never argued that relationships between men lead to sexual assault and 
should therefore be avoided. I argue for greater attention to queer men’s 
participation in casual sexual encounters, since my ¢ndings indicate that 
others may blame survivors in particular who have assaultive experiences 
in this context. Moreover, since many survivors experience sexual assault 
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in relationships, intimate partner violence and male sexual victimization 
should not be understood as mutually exclusive. 

In contrast to my focus on assaults that occur during a hookup or a 
violent relationship, arguably the most common media framework for 
representing sexual assault against men, queer or otherwise, has focused 
on rape in carceral settings. Even the phrase male rape may bring to mind 
images of a jail or prison, as popular ¢lms such as The Shawshank Re-
demption have focused on these contexts.45 Queer men may experience 
sexual assault in such settings, yet the problem with these stereotypical 
representations is that this violence becomes segmented o� to a particular 
institutional sphere, rather than being understood as a phenomenon that 
occurs more pervasively. If scholarship on this topic is correct that ap-
proximately 30 percent of queer men experience sexual assault, then these 
forms of violence clearly cannot be relegated to a speci¢c institutional 
arena. Emphasizing queer men’s assaultive experiences in prison has a 
history in academic scholarship as well, given that some of the ¢rst studies 
focused on this context.46 Research diverges on the frequency of sexual as-
sault in jails and prisons—and some evidence suggests that guards rather 
than other prisoners commit or coordinate a preponderance of this vio-
lence—yet most studies indicate that the U.S. public tends to overstate the 
prevalence of rape against male prisoners, believing that it has reached 
“epidemic” levels when it has not.47

THINKING INTERSECTIONALLY ABOUT MEN, 
MASCULINITIES,  AND QUEERNESS

Beyond sexual assault, men and masculinities scholarship has frequently 
called for more attention devoted to the intersection of masculinities 
with power structures based on race and ethnicity, among other forms of 
inequality.48 Raewyn Connell’s original, in�uential formulation of hege-
monic masculinity—those forms that legitimate gender inequality—drew 
important attention to how these masculinities have most frequently 
been linked with whiteness and heterosexuality.49 Conversely, subordi-
nate masculinities have been associated with homosexuality and mar-
ginalized masculinities have been linked with racial and ethnic minority 
groups.50
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This formulation brought signi¢cant attention to a hierarchy of mas-
culinities, yet subordinate masculinities were implicitly associated with 
a white femininity or a white queerness and marginalized masculinities 
were linked in part with heterosexual masculinities of color. Positioning 
men of color as heterosexual and male femininity or male queerness as 
white excludes queer men of color. Subsequent work has provided more 
intersectional analyses, accounting for racial hierarchies in queer male 
communities and gender and sexuality inequalities in communities of 
color.51 Intersectional scholarship has shown that queer men of color ex-
perience not only racism and anti-LGBTQ prejudice from mainstream 
arenas but also oppression in their racial and LGBTQ communities.52

For instance, in LGBTQ arenas, racial hierarchies associate queer men 
of color with pathologizing stereotypes, such as a hypermasculinity or a 
stigmatized femininity, often sexualizing and eroticizing them as well.53

In this text, I build on this intersectional work that has drawn atten-
tion to negative constructions of queer men of color’s gender expressions, 
yet I demonstrate how these ideas a�ect queer male survivors. Speci¢-
cally, Black participants who described themselves as feminine experi-
enced more negative reactions to their disclosure of sexual assault than 
white queer men who identi¢ed in this way. Consistent with work from 
Black LGBTQ scholars, I argue that scholarship in masculinity studies and 
beyond has to be careful about reinforcing notions of male femininity as 
implicitly white.54 A whitening of male femininity and male queerness con-
tributes to the structural marginalization experienced by Black queer men 
with feminine gender expressions. These notions become especially prob-
lematic for Black queer male survivors who then see their white counter-
parts—and, more broadly, white women—sometimes positioned as “ideal” 
victims.55 Conversely, accounting for the assaultive experiences of Black 
queer men with feminine gender expressions helps to move away from a 
whitening of victimhood, as well as of male femininity and male queerness. 

THE TRANSFORMATIVE BENEFITS
OF AN INTERSECTIONAL APPROACH 

An intersectional approach for studying men, masculinities, and sexual 
assault takes gender inequality seriously but understands patriarchy as 




