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Exercise 8-1: Quotations
1.
Einstein said, God doesn’t play dice with the world.
2.
Einstein also said to “Never wear a plait shirt with striped pants.”
3.
In her entertaining account of working as an editor at the New Yorker, Mary Norris describes learning to exercise restraint when reviewing the prose of some of the magazine’s most famous contributors: “When Pauline Kael typed ‘prevert‘ instead of ‘pervert,’ she meant “prevert” (unless she was reviewing something by Jacques Prévert)” (“Holy Writ: Learning to Love the House Style”,New Yorker, Feb 23 and March 2, 2015).
4.
In another New Yorker piece, an unflattering review of Lynne Truss’ Eats, Shoots and Leaves, Louis Menand comments on the common punctuation errors that Truss finds maddening: “When deli owners put up signs that read “ ‘Iced’ Tea,” the single quotation marks are intended to add extraliterary significance to the message, as if they were the grammatical equivalent of red ink”. “Bad Comma,” New Yorker, June 28, 2004.
5.
Will the Middle French motto “Honi soit qui mal y pense” (roughly translated as, “Shame on anyone who thinks evil of it”) be removed from British passports after ‘Brexit’?
6.
As Michael Ignatieff has observed, “Samuel Beckett’s ‘Fail again. Fail better’ captures the inner obstinacy necessary to the political art” (“Getting Iraq Wrong,” New York Times, August 5, 2007).

