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Exercise 15-1: Editing for Bias-Free Writing
1.
[From a health pamphlet addressed to first-time parents:]

A new mother can begin bonding by cradling her baby and gently stroking him or her in different patterns. She can also take the opportunity to be “skin-to-skin,” holding her newborn against her own skin while feeding or cradling.
2.
[From a Wikipedia article about a medical breakthrough:]
Surgery to separate Siamese twins may be easy or difficult. The surgery can result in the death of one or both twins, especially if they are joined at the head or share vital organs. In 1955 the neurosurgeon Harold Voris and his team at Mercy Hospital in Chicago performed the first successful operation to separate Siamese twins joined at the head.
3.
[From a review of a television program:]

Carrie Mathison (Claire Danes), the protagonist of the series Homeland, suffers from manic depression, which makes her volatile and unpredictable.

4.
[From a history of the US moonwalk in 1969:]
Mission commander Neil Armstrong was the first man to set foot on the lunar surface. His description of the event—“one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”—was broadcast on live television worldwide.
5.
[From a financial adviser’s letter to clients:]

In the stock market crash of September 29, 2008, the Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 777.68 points in intraday trading. The largest point drop in history until 2018, it was a literal holocaust for individual retirement accounts, which lost 40 percent of their value overnight.
6.
[From the website for an art gallery expanding its US-based business to Canada:]

We source the best objects of Eskimo and Indian art for serious collectors, offer a fine selection of ethnic jewelry for our discriminating customers, and restore Oriental rugs.
7.
[From an academic study of Christianity:]

According to the belief system of the followers of this Christian sect, God does not need to be reconciled to man, for His divine love is unchanging. Rather, it is man who must be reconciled with his Maker.
8.
[From parking instructions for a public building:]

Handicapped parking spots are reserved for the disabled. Be considerate! People confined to wheelchairs need ramp access to the entrance.
9.
[From a sociological analysis of gender relations in the workplace:]

Why do we resent a woman who interrupts a male speaker? The answer may be that we fear female aggression and expect deference to male authority. Why do we fail to take women’s opinions seriously when their sentences end with that characteristic rising intonation? Because we hear “uptalk” as diffidence.
10.
[From the introduction to a book on the “exceptionalism” of US art:]

The element of frontiering individualism that is so historically distinctive in the American condition has endowed our artists and thinkers with an appetite for risk and exploration that sets them off from the European backdrop of our settlement and ancestry.
11.
[From the preface to a lower division college textbook:]

The composition of the undergraduate student body at American colleges and universities has significantly changed in recent decades. It now includes a far more diverse group of people in terms of backgrounds and ages. While encouraging the enrollment of these new students, colleges and their faculties have not always adapted their curriculum, learning-skills programs, and teaching styles to fit these new students’ needs and concerns. The result is that today students and faculty often come into classrooms not sharing important understandings regarding what needs to be learned and how to learn it. What students often require is a short guide to the “secrets” of learning —how-to lessons of ways to navigate a challenging book, for example, without getting lost in a sea of details. Someone should have shown you this in high school. Unless you went to an elite private or public school, however, it is likely that they did not. Do not fear, it is easy to learn.
