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Exercise 5-2: A Publisher’s Catalog: A Light Copyedit
This exercise is based on blurbs that appeared in the winter 1995 catalog published by Daedalus Books, PO Box 9132, Hyattsville, MD 20181; they are used with permission of the publisher. For the purpose of this exercise, errors were introduced and other changes were made to the published text.

A FROLIC OF HIS OWN. William Gaddis. Poseidon. $25.00

A Frolic of His Own, William Gaddiss’ long anticipated fourth novel, is a funny, accurate tale of lives caught up in the toils of law. Oscar Crease, middle-aged college instructor, savant, and playwright is suing a Hollywood producer for pirating his play Once at Antietam, based on his grandfather’s experiences in the Civil War, and turning it in to a gory block-buster called The Blood in the Red White and Blue. Oscar’s suit, and a host of other lawsuits--which involve a dog trapped in an outdoor sculpture, wrongful death during a river baptism, a church versus a soft drink company, and even Oscar himself after he is run over by his own car--engulf all who surround him, from his free-wheeling girlfriend to his draconian, nonagenarian father, Federal Judge Thomas Creese. Down this tortuous path of depositions and decrees, suits and countersuits, the most lofty ideas of our culture are rung dry in the often surreal logic and language of the law.

THE BIRD ARTIST. Howard Norman, FSG. $20

Howard Norman’s spellbinding novel is set in Newfoundland in 1911. The novel not only shares its place, but also its tone and passion, with The Shipping News. Fabian Vas’s story, told with simplicity and grace, takes place against a spare beautiful landscape. At age 20, Fabian is working at the boatyard, taking a correspondence course in bird painting, and sleeping with Maraget Handle, a woman of great beauty, intelligence, and waywardness. When his father leaves on a long hunting expedition and his mother takes up with the lighthouse keeper, Fabian looses his bearings. The author’s intense observation of people and nature make for a remarkably good novel.

A PERSONAL MATTER. Kenzaburo Oë. $7.95
A Personal Matter, here translated by John Nathan, is probably Oë’s best known novel. It is the story of a man’s relationship with his severely brain-damaged child. As he plots the child’s murder, he finally realizes that he must take responsibility for his son. The novel, written out of Oé’s profound despair after the birth of his own disabled child (now a 31-year-old successful composer) is original, different, tough in its candor and beautiful in its faithfulness to both intellectual precision and human tenderness.
