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Exercise 7-2: Numbers and Numerals in Technical Text

Bobonia’s economy contracted sharply in the 2d quarter. Exports declined by 14.5%, the worst monthly performance in 12 and a half years. Electronic manufacturers were particularly hard hit. Imports, however, continued to rise, which plunged the trade deficit to $1.25 billion. This deficit is likely to worsen before it improves and the revised government forecast calls for it to reach $1.75 billion by late Fall.

Domestically, inflation remains almost nonexistent, at an annual rate of only 1%. Unemployment rates--6.5% in June, compared to 6.8% in March--also continued to move lower.  On the good news, consumer confidence measured by the Univeristy of Bobonia National Feelgood Scale rose from 105.5 in March to 109 in June.

Short-term interest rates were unchanged: the overnight rate is 5.25%, and the average yield on 30-year government notes is 5.35%.

The currency has strengthened since mid-March when the Bobonian Bobble traded at 5.4550 to the U.S. dollar. On June 30, the Bobble closed at 5.580 to the dollar on the London Worthless Currency exchange.
