The Copyeditor’s Workbook © 2019 University of California Press
Exercise 7-1
1

Exercise 7-1: Numbers and Numerals in Nontechnical Text
1.
The mortgage loans in default range from $35 to $500,000.
2.
For more information, see Degas’s article in volume xlii of the Journal of Higher Studies.
3.
From 1991–1994, the town’s population increased by ten percent.
4.
The new fighter planes cost $.25 billion each.
5.
The insurance surcharge is $.75 for twenty-five-dollars’ coverage, $1.40 for $25–50, and $1.80 for $50–100.
6.
The atmosphere weighs 5,700,000,000,000,000 tons.
7.
The sales data for the 3d quarter of ’94 are presented on pages 113–5, 300–8, and 201–09.
8.
Amendments 1 through 10 of the Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights.
9.
The vote in the Electoral College was 185 to 184 in 1876.
10.
2008 is a year most investors would like to forget.
11.
Using Carbon-14 dating, scientists have determined that the Hopewell earthworks first appeared in Southern Ohio in about 100 B.C, and that the last elaborate valley earthwork was constructed in about 550 AD.
12.
The burial mounds on the Hopewell farm range from 160 to 470 feet (48 to 141 km.) in length and from 20 to 32 feet (6 to 10 m) in height.
13.
Alexander the Third of Macedon Alexander the Great was born in 356 B.C.E. and ruled 336–24 BP.
15.
With a number of camera phones now boasting resolutions in the range of 16-20 megapixies (MP), it’s hard to recall the days, only 10 years ago, when the technology writer for the New York Times assured readers that a resolution of 5 or 6MP was more than enough. But he had a point: larger images require more storage space, and many phone users find that 64-Gb SSD’s soon fill up with selfies.
16.
Between 25%–30% of students complained that the 2nd-year chemistry course was too hard.
17.
Google’s name is reportedly derived from mistyping googol, which is the number 10100 (the numeral 1 followed by 100 0s).
18.
The small New Zealand town of Kaitangata, located at 46°16' S 169°51’ East, became famous in July of 2016 when international media outlets incorrectly reported that it was offering free housing worth up to NZD230K (then worth approximately U.S. $160K or £130) to new immigrants.
19.
To calculate the shrinkage rate of your fabric, measure before and after washing, subtract the finished dimensions from the original dimensions, and divide the results by the original dimensions. If your sample measured 10 × 10 inches before washing and 9 × 8 inches afterward, the shrinkage in width is 10 percent (10 – 9 = 1, and 1 ÷ 10 = 0.1, or 10 percent), and the shrinkage in length is 8 percent.
20.
In a questionnaire on the probability of a bioterrorist attack, 29 respondents suggested at least a 75% likelihood, on a scale from 0 to 100 percent, that there would be an attack causing at least one hundred people to fall ill.
