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VIEWS OF  

HISTORY & 

TRADITION 

 

Idealist:   

Selective rejection  

of history (e.g. 

Augustine to 

Luther); re-enact 

New Test. & Early 

Church, age of 

persecution; often 

politically active. 

 

Traditionalist: 

Majority view; 

Accepts broad 

trad., all of history 

guided by Spirit; 

suspicious of  

change; Polit. 

passive/conserv. 

 

 

Realist: academic 

theologically 

adaptive; history 

useful for teaching 

errors of past; Polit. 

pragmatic, mostly 

liberal 

 

 

Personalist: 

Highest authority 

charismatic 

leader/reformer/ 

saint; flesh-spirit 

dichotomy; Polit. 

active, liberal or 

conservative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFILIATIONS/G

ROUPS/DENO-

MINATIONS  

 

Fundamentalist 

Protestant, Ana-

baptists, Pre-Vat. II 

Catholics, 

Orthodox 

Nationalists, 

Mormons, some 

Pentecostals 

 

 

Moderate 

Evangeical, 

Reform Protestant, 

some Anglicans, 

mainstream RC & 

Orthodox 

 

 

 

 

Most Mainline 

Protestant, 

Lutheran modernist 

liberal RC & 

Orthodox 

 

 

 

 

Pietists, Amish, 

Quakers, 

Charismatic, 

Pentecostal, 

Unitarians, Ethnic 

independent (eg. 

African groups) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

METHOD RE:  

REVEALED 

SOURCES 

 

Direct access for 

all; Scripture alone 

normative;. may 

tend toward literal; 

timeless validity; 

tradition, creedal 

formulae 

subordinate 

 

 

Inerrant/homogen-

eous source: All 

Scripture =  

theological & 

historical Truth, as 

interpreted by 

magisterium/refor-

mers 

 

 

Historical/Text 

Critical, source 

analysis - JEPD, 

etc.,but retains 

theological impt. 

emph. sensus 

fidelium, indiv. 

conscience 

 

Devotional, freer 

more subjective 

range of interp.  

Mystical/Allegory 

emphasize affect; 

direct revelation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL 

QUALITIES 

EMPHASIZED  

 

Obedience to 

Scripture, 

daily prayer & 

reading; desire to 

follow example of 

Jesus alone; 

actively preaching 

Gospel 

 

 

Conformity to 

broad tradition; 

obedience to 

Church teaching; 

charity; personal 

devotions and 

sacramental life 

 

 

 

Emphasis on social 

gospel, justice 

causes; engaging 

sources critically 

 

 

 

 

 

Devotional affect, 

power of inner life 

to transform outer, 

tongues, prophecy 

preaching Gospel, 

healing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPLES/ 

RELIGIOUS 

ETHICS 

 

God foreordains 

all; emphasis on 

divine election & 

membership in true 

church; NT biblical 

ethic plus 

Decalogue 

 

 

 

God’s sovereign 

prerogative but 

tempered by nat’l 

law, human 

responsibility, re-

enforced by 

magisterial 

statements 

 

 

Greater stress on 

responsibility & 

reason as ethical 

compass, divine 

love/mercy, less 

weight on official 

pronouncements 

 

 

Private conviction 

and enlightenment 

paramount, action 

valued in terms of 

higher goal than 

mere law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOTERIOLOGY, 

THEOLOGY OF 

SALVATION 

 

Substitution theory: 

Xt’s death; only 

true believers 

saved; contingent 

(on grace, election, 

accepting Christ, 

being born again) 

 

 

 

Sacraments aid to 

salvation; no 

salvation outside; 

mix of election, 

grace, faith, mem-

bership in faith 

community 

 

 

 

Salvation outside 

Church possible, 

but accept need for 

communal 

salvation; empha-

sis on obedience 

and seeking 

forgiveness 

 

Individual 

salvation through 

prayer & devotion 

but not necessarily 

outside of a 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH/ 

COMMUNITY/ 

MISSION 

 

Church of the 

Suffering: perse-

cuted, hierarchy 

not needed, Christ 

sole authority; 

actively proselytize 

 

 

 

 

Visible Holy 

Mother Church, 

bride/body of 

Christ; hierarchy 

very important for 

some to transmit 

authority; mission-

oriented groups  

 

 

Divided between 

visible/invisible; 

Pope and some 

hierarchies 

respected; empha-

size conscience; 

mission secondary 

to dialogue 

 

Invisible Church, 

still communal 

groups but need of 

spiritual guide. 

Less emph on 

mission orientation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL 

THEOLOGY (ST)/ 

WORSHIP 

 

Little or no ST, 

emphasis on 

memorial; Low 

Church worship: 

minimal reprise of 

earliest ritual  

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic focus in 

complex ST, 

sacraments at 

pinnacle; High 

Church grand scale 

worship, limited 

female leadership 

 

 

 

Sacraments still at 

pinnacle, but less 

ex opera operato, 

more means to 

community; ST 

second to broader 

participation  

 

 

Minimal ST; 

emphasis on inner 

transformation via 

any rituals thought 

efficacious  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH,  

STATE AND 

POLITICS 

 

Christ’s reign only 

true kingdom; 

Believer must 

lobby for Scripture-

based law; 

theocratic tilt 

 

 

 

 

Organization must 

advise politicians 

to legislate in tune 

w. Church ethics; 

influence politics 

w/o seeking to 

dominate 

 

 

 

Church/state 

separate; but State 

should work to 

foster Kingdom of 

God, social justice, 

alleviating poverty 

 

 

 

Distinction of 

Church and State; 

but from personal 

conviction, social 

or political  action 

required 

 

 


