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After over 20 years in scholarly publishing, 
I’ve learned what a rare institution UC Press 
is in its dedication to giving voice to great 
ideas. As I look to the future, I challenge myself 
and my staff to take advantage of new models 
and technologies that enable these ideas to be-
come the hub of a vibrant dialogue.
 We are pushing the boundaries of tradi-
tional publishing through a wide selection of 
e-books, innovative tools that help instructors 

teach, and robust online journals that foster multimedia scholarship 
and sophisticated research. Among these is the brand-new Boom: A 
Journal of California, which provides a much-needed dialogue about the 
cultural, political, and environmental challenges facing the state and, 
by extension, the global community. 
 Other recent publications that have been in the headlines include 
the Autobiography of Mark Twain, California Crackup by Joe Mathews and 
Mark Paul, and The Googlization of Everything by Siva Vaidhyanathan. 
These titles embody what UC Press does best: making important schol-
arship widely available, informing public policy, and exploring the most 
compelling questions of our time.  
 Such explorations include works in the social and natural sciences 
as well as arts and culture—from ecology to evolution, poetry to anthro-
pology, fine art to food and wine. We were thrilled to receive special rec-
ognition at the recent Paris Cookbook Fair, where UC Press was named 
Wine Publisher of the Year and Gastronomica was named Best Food 
Magazine in the World by the Gourmand World Cookbook Awards. Es-
tablished in 1995 to honor the best international food and wine writing 
in the world, these awards increase awareness of food and wine culture.   
 I hope you’ll visit www.ucpress.edu to learn about all of our great 
work. Whether it is through subscribing to our podcasts, reading our 
publications, joining the UC Press Foundation, attending an author talk, 
or following us on Twitter, we are glad you are adding your voice to the 
conversation. I appreciate your contribution to UC Press and look for-
ward to getting to know you better. 

Alison Mudditt, Director

“ A timely book  

with a lot of  

important things  

to say.”  

 NEWSWEEK

“ A consequential 

book, rich in ideas  

and powerful in  

feeling.” 

 NEW YORK TIMES



THE EXULTANT ARK  
A Pictorial Tour of Animal Pleasure

Jonathan Balcombe | $34.95 (cloth)

Celebrating animal pleasure 
with dramatic portraits rang-
ing from the charismatic and 
familiar to the obscure and 
bizarre, biologist and best- 
selling author Jonathan Bal-
combe offers new insights 
into animal behavior and 
individuality.

SOMEPLACE LIKE AMERICA  
Tales from the New Great Depression

Dale Maharidge and photographer Michael S. 

Williamson | $29.95 (cloth)

Following the lives of several 
working class families over a 
thirty-year span, this study 
puts a human face on the 
deepening crises of poverty 
and homelessness and il-
luminates the courage and 
resolve with which the next 
generation faces the future. 

THE FINEST WINES OF CALIFORNIA  
A Regional Guide to the Best Producers  
and Their Wines

Stephen Brook | $34.95 (paper)

This guide explores Cali-
fornia wine history, wine 
culture, and grape varieties 
and provides 90 profiles of 
top producers—from Napa 
and Sonoma to the North and 
Central coasts, the Sierra 
foothills, and beyond. 

HOT OFF THE PRESS

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

ASCAP Deems Taylor Award For Composing the 

Citizen: Music as Public Utility in Third Republic France, 

by Jann Pasler

University of Louisville Grawemeyer Award for 
Ideas Improving World Order For Kevin Bales,  
author of Ending Slavery: How We Free Today’s Slaves

Charles Lang Freer Medal of the Smithsonian  
Institution For James Cahill, author of Pictures for 

Use and Pleasure: Vernacular Painting in High Qing China

PROSE Award in Popular Science of the Associa-
tion of American Publishers For Adventures among 

Ants: A Global Safari with a Cast of Trillions, by Mark 
W. Moffett

THE SELECTED POEMS OF TED BERRIGAN

$60.00 (cloth) | $24.95 (paper)

“ The Collected Poems of Ted 
Berrigan is not only one of 
the most strikingly attractive 
books recently published, 
but is also a major work of 
twentieth-century poetry.”  
BLOOMSBURY REVIEW

EVERYONE’S A WINNER  
Life in Our Congratulatory Culture

Joel Best | $24.95 (cloth)

Acclaimed author Joel Best 
sheds light on the increas-
ing abundance of status in 
our society. With humor and 
insight, Best argues that sta-
tus affluence fosters social 
worlds and, in the process, 
helps give meaning to life in  
a large society.

 Browse or order at www.ucpress.edu.

 UC Press members receive generous book discounts. 

 Join at membership.ucpress.edu.
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by Kim Robinson, Regional Publisher 

California—the grand experiment at the conti-
nent’s Western edge—has long served as the har-
binger of trends for the nation and the world. But 
more than at any time in recent memory, the 
Golden State seems adrift. Are we still the state 
that the nation and the world look to? 

WHY BOOM?

At the same time that we face a crisis of confi-
dence in our state, the rapidly changing media 
climate has left Californians without a place to 
explore the vital social, cultural, and political 
issues of our time. Where can we go for fresh, 
objective, and deep thinking about our won-
derful and troubled state? While great minds 
both inside the academy and out are exploring 
fascinating topics and conducting important re-

search, until now there hasn’t been a consistent 
forum to share insights and information with 
the public. In response to these needs, UC Press 
is thrilled to launch Boom: A Journal of California, 
an important venue for rigorous yet accessible 
work about our dynamic region. 
 As Louis Warren, W. Turrentine Jackson 
Professor of Western U.S. History at UC Da-
vis, notes, “One in eight residents of the U.S. 
lives in California, and the state has become 
an unprecedented cultural, economic, and 
political force in the U.S. and abroad. And 
yet, no journal has explored the origins and 
meaning of today’s California in an interdis-
ciplinary and intellectual way. With Boom, we 
aim to fix that.” His co-editor of the journal,  
Carolyn de la Peña, Professor of American Stud-
ies and Director of the Davis Humanities In-
stitute, adds, “By challenging great thinkers to 
deliver tight pieces that get at the heart of the is-
sues, Boom provides a window into our moment, 
and provokes questions that linger.”

WHAT IS BOOM?

Published four times a year in print and online, 
Boom features a wide variety of voices—from 

Wills Point country dance hall on the outskirts of Sacra-
mento, postcard, 1951.

Environmental health protesters in Kettleman City,  
July 2009.
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ANNOUNCING BOOM
NEW SCHOLARLY MAGAZINE EXPLORES THE STATE WE’RE IN

“ Somebody say amen! Or maybe, Eureka!  

California, our fabulous, frustrating, and 

endlessly fascinating boom-and-bust state, 

is way overdue for a journal like Boom.” 

  PATT MORRISON, PUBLIC RADIO HOST AND  

LOS ANGELES TIMES  COLUMNIST



Pesticides regularly drift into Theresa DeAnda’s yard in 
Earlimart, California, from the fields next door.

scholars to journalists, cultural figures, crit-
ics, photographers, artists, activists, and other 
community leaders. Shaped as an intelligent 
general interest publication, it includes photos, 
essays, documents, first-person accounts, and 
engaged scholarly essays. 
 Every issue of Boom will explore new angles 
of California. The March debut features eclec-
tic and wide-ranging pieces on everything from 
the roots of country music in the Central Valley 
to structural problems of state government and 
tenants rights in San Francisco. Novelist and 
Boom columnist Susan Straight writes a mov-
ing piece about DJ Art Leboe and the unifying 
force his voice brings to far-flung communi-
ties around southern California. Academic and 
critic Josh Kun looks at how Mexican norteño and 
banda music speak to—and shape—California 
culture and politics. And that’s just a sampling 
of what appears in the first issue. 
 We believe that Boom is a publication that 
matches the place where we live: diverse, pro-
vocative, and fresh. This journal about Califor-
nia by Californians is long overdue.  I hope you’ll 
join the conversation.

University of California Press  5  Spring 2011 Newsletter

Subscribe or read sample articles at  
www.boomcalifornia.com.

FORTHCOMING IN  

FUTURE ISSUES 

■  John Douglass on saving the  

college dream and reviving  

California’s public universities.

■  An essay on Iraqi-Jewish music  

in southern California by Regine 

Basha.

■  Photos by Alex Fradkin of the bun-

kers that line the coast, alongside 

an essay by Rebecca Solnit. 

■  A look at the impact of Magic 

Johnson’s redevelopment efforts in 

East Los Angeles by Bryant Simon.

■  Interviews with Gary Snyder,  

Randall Grahm, Yolanda Cruz, and 

Stewart Brand.



Executive Editor Naomi Schnei-
der recently interviewed Siva 
Vaidhyanathan, Professor of Me-
dia Studies and Law at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, about his new 
book The Googlization of Everything 

(And Why We Should Worry). Originally started as 
a blog, the book explores our complicit accep-
tance of the way Google organizes knowledge, 
and the undue influence the company’s priori-
ties thus have on our lives.

What led you to write Googlization on your 

blog? When writing about technology, often 
the smartest people are outside the academy, so 
standard methods of peer review never tap their 
knowledge and expertise. I could ask for sugges-
tions on work I should read or places I should 
look to answer basic questions. I did not fore-
see the downside of using the blog. Ultimately, 
I had to step away from the blog and hide from 
the distractions of constant public commen-
tary. And I had to hold back some 
insights so that they didn’t become 
common currency too quickly.

How do you anticipate this work 

will engender controversy? I am 
sure that my position that corpo-
rate social responsibility is not only 
fraudulent, but harmful to politics, 
will generate significant reaction. 
Because I firmly state that Google 
should do what is in Google’s in-
terests—but we should not conflate Google’s 
interests with our own—most readers will un-
derstand that I am not slamming the company. I 
do hope my readers become a bit uncomfortable 
with their own embrace of Google, though. 

SHOULD WE BE AFRAID OF GOOGLE?

Is Google a force for good, or should we fear it 

and why? Google is not a force for good, unless 
you own its stock. Then it’s a force for your own 
good. We need not fear Google if we understand 
its motives, goals, and methods. I hope this 
book lets people understand the complex rela-
tionship we have with Google and by extension 
other advertising services such as Facebook. 

How does Google affect political uprisings, 

such as those in the Middle East? YouTube, a 
Google product, is a political stage in itself. You  
need no more evidence for this claim than to 
acknowledge that whenever there is unrest in 
Tibet, China blocks access to YouTube. Beyond 
YouTube, Google helps or hinders our explora-
tion of facts and issues. So it has an indirect in-
fluence on how each of us understands the world. 

What kind of relationship do you anticipate  

between China and Google in the future?   

Google faced a major decision last year when it 
discovered that China was break-
ing in to people’s Gmail accounts 
for the purpose of monitoring dis-
sident activity. Google decided to 
declare its opposition to censorship 
and close down its Chinese-language 
search engine. However, Google did 
not pull out of China. It retains a 
major research facility and contin-
ues to contract with Chinese firms  
to make Android-based phones 
in China. After all of that bluster, 

China got what it wanted out of Google: a con-
tinuing commercial relationship and the po-
tential for future investment without a trouble-
making search engine based in China. Everyone 
is happy, yet no one should be.

AN INTERVIEW WITH SIVA VAIDHYANATHAN
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University of California Press publishes books and journals that benefit society 
regardless of their commercial value. Many UC Press books are subsidized by do-
nations raised by the UC Press Foundation, and we are currently asking for your 
support for the following titles.

BECOMING DR. Q: MY JOURNEY FROM MIGRANT 

FARM WORKER TO BRAIN SURGEON  chronicles 
the rags-to-riches story of Dr. Alfredo Quiñones-
Hinojosa. After growing up poor in Mexico, the au-
thor jumped the U.S.-Mexico fence, worked as an un-
documented farm worker, and became the first Latino 
trained as a neurosurgeon in the UC system. We are 
seeking $25,000 in order to distribute this publication 
widely and ensure that stories like Dr. Q’s are told.

ART OF MODERN CHINA, by Julia Andrews and Kuiyi Shen, is the first 
comprehensive study of modern Chinese art history and highlights the 
self-conscious struggle of Chinese artists to honor tradition while em-
bracing modernity. If we raise sufficient funds—approximately $25,000—
UC Press will be able to include about 250 illustrations in the book, many 
in full color.

JOIN US Give to a specific publication or support UC Press’s mission 
to publish important ideas at affordable prices by becoming a member—
you’ll enjoy wonderful opportunities including discounts on book pur-
chases and invitations to author events. Join at membership.ucpress.edu 
or return the enclosed envelope. 

The UC Press Foundation is delighted to welcome three new Trustees in 
southern California. MICHELLE LEE FLORES is an attorney at Greenberg 
Traurig LLP. She mentors UCLA law students and serves on the board of 
the No Worries Now Foundation. ROBERT C. RITCHIE will retire in June 
as director of research at the Huntington Library. He previously taught at 
UC San Diego and is a visiting associate in history at the California In-
stitute of Technology. HOWARD WELINSKY is Senior Vice President of 
Administration at Warner Bros. Pictures Distribution. He has been in-
volved for many years with education organizations including the Cali-
fornia Postsecondary Education Commission and the UCLA Foundation.

Learn more at www.ucpress.edu/foundation.

UC PRESS FOUNDATION

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Stephen A. Arditti, Chair

Elizabeth Birka-White

James H. Clark, Emeritus

Richard Damm

Mary Dingman

Sonia Holden Evers

Michelle Lee Flores

Sukey Garcetti, Emerita

Harriett Gold, Emerita

Brett Gottlieb

Gary K. Hart

David Hayes-Bautista

Adele M. Hayutin

Patricia Klaus

Watson M. Laetsch

R. Marilyn Lee

Judith Kafka Maxwell

Michael McCone

Jack Miles, Emeritus

Alison Mudditt, Ex Officio

James Naify

William  Nolan

Richard C. Otter, Emeritus

Barbara Z. Otto

Martin Paley, Emeritus

Lucinda K. Reinold

Robert C. Ritchie

Loren R. Rothschild, Emeritus

Jennifer Basye Sander

Lisa See, Emerita

Stephen M. Silberstein

Judith Timken, Emerita

Anna Weidman, Ex Officio

Howard Welinsky

Lynne Withey

Executive Director  

Janelle Cavanagh

GIVING VOICE TO GREAT IDEAS
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ABOUT UC PRESS

University of California Press, one of the most distinguished publishers in the United 

States, enriches lives around the world by advancing scholarship in the humanities, 

social sciences, and natural sciences. As a nonprofit institution, UC Press relies on 

private contributions to fulfill its mission. Generous donors ensure our ability to serve 

readers worldwide with books and journals that promote independent thinking, 

examine the historical record, and inspire the pursuit of knowledge.
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