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Appendix Table 19.1. Nomenclature for plants from tropical wetlands discussed in this 
chapter. Common names do not exist for all species.  
 
Plant species  Common name Family 

Acoelorraphe wrightii  Everglades palm, tasiste, palma Cuba Arecaceae 

Acrostichum spp.  leather fern, helecho de mangle Pteridaceae 

Anacardium excelsum  espavé Anacardiaceae 

Andira inermis  cabbage bark tree, almendro de montaña, 
tololote, cuautololote 

Fabaceae 

Annona glabra  pond apple  Annonaceae 

Arenaria bourgaei   Caryophyllaceae 

Arundo donax  reedgrass, Spanish reed, giant reed, carrizo Poaceae 

Asterogyne martiana  suita, pata de gallo Arecaceae 

Astrocaryum alatum  coquito Arecaceae 

Attalea liebmannii  coyol real palm, palma real, palma  de coyol Arecaceae 

Avicennia germinans black mangrove, mangle negro Acanthaceae 

Azolla mexicana  Mexican mosquito fern Salviniaceae 

Bactris balanoidea  Arecaceae 

Bactris trichophylla   Arecaceae 

Brasenia schreberi  watershield, purple wan-dock Cabombaceae 

Bravaisia integerrima  palo de agua, mangle de agua, manguillo, 
canacoíte, palo blanco 

Acanthaceae 

Bravaisia tubiflora   Acanthaceae 

Brosimum alicastrum  breadnut tree, ramón, ojiche, ojite Moraceae 

Bucida buceras  black olive, gregorywood, pukté, cacho de 
toro  

Combretaceae 

Bursera simaruba  gumbo limbo, palo mulato, copalillo  Burseraceae 

Byrsonima crassifolia  savanna serret, nanche, nance Malpighiaceae 

Cabomba sp. Fanwort, pasilla Cabombaceae 

Calathea lutea  pampano, hoja blanca, platanillo Marantaceae 



Calophyllum brasiliense barí, barillo,  Santa María, leche amarilla, 
cedro cimarrón 

Calophyllaceae 

Calyptrogyne ghiesbreghtiana 
subsp. glauca 

vampire palm Arecaceae 

Cameraria latifolia  white poison wood, chechen blanco de 
sabana, chechén de caballo  

Apocynaceae 

Campnosperma panamense  sajo, orey Anacardiaceae 

Cedrela sp. Spanish cedar, cedro Meliaceae 

Ceiba pentandra  ceiba tree, ceiba, pochote Malvaceae 

Ceratophyllum demersum  coon’s tail, common coontail, paiste, sargazo Ceratophyllaceae 

Chrysobalanus icaco  coco plum, icaco Chrysobalanaceae 

Cladium jamaicense  Jamaica swamp sawgrass, serrucho Cyperaceae 

Clusia rosea  pitch apple, scotch attorney, copey, mamey 
silvestre 

Clusiaceae 

Coccoloba reflexiflora   Polygonaceae 

Crescentia cujete  common calabash tree, jícaro Bignoniaceae 

Crinum erubescens  swamp lily, lirio Amaryllidaceae 

Curatella americana  sand paper tree, chaparro, chumico, tachicón, 
cacaíto 

Dilleniaceae 

Cynodon dactylon  Bermuda grass, grama,  zacata bermuda, pasto 
estrella 

Poaceae 

Cyperus articulatus  jointed flatsedge, piripiri, chintul, junco, tule  Cyperaceae 

Cyperus digitatus  finger flatsedge Cyperaceae 

Cyperus giganteus  giant flatsedge, papiro Cyperaceae 

Cyperus laevigatus  smooth flatsedge Cyperaceae 

Cyperus niger  black flatsedge Cyperaceae 

Dalbergia brownei  Brown's Indian rosewood  Fabaceae 

Dalbergia glabra box muk Fabaceae 

Dendrosicus latifolius   Bignoniaceae 

Diospyros digyna  black apple, black sapote, zapote negro, 
zapote prieto  

Ebenaceae 

Drosera capillaris  pink sundew Droseraceae 

Echinochloa crus-pavonis  golf cockspur grass Poaceae 

Echinochloa pyramidalis  antelope grass, pasto alemán Poaceae  

Eichhornia crassipes  common water hyacinth, lirio acuático, jacinto 
de agua, camalote 

Pontederiaceae 

Elaeis oleifera  coquito or corozo Arecaceae 

Eleocharis cellulosa  Gulf coast spikerush Cyperaceae

Eleocharis montevidensis  sand spikerush Cyperaceae

Eleocharis mutata  scallion grass, junco, junquillo Cyperaceae

Eleocharis rostellata  beaked spike rush Cyperaceae



Eleocharis sellowiana   Cyperaceae

Erythrina glauca  bucare, coral tree, swamp immortelle Fabaceae 

Eugenia lundellii   Myrtaceae 

Euterpe oleracea acaí palm, assai palm Arecaceae 

Ficus insipida subsp. insipida  fig Moraceae 

Ficus insipida  fig, higuera roja, higuerón Moraceae 

Ficus maxima  fig, hule, amate Moraceae 

Ficus panamensis fig Moraceae 

Ficus pertusa fig, strangler fig Moraceae 

Ficus spp.  fig Moraceae 

Haematoxylum 
campechianum  

logwood, bloodwood, palo de tinte, 
campeachy, tinto, palo de campeche 

Fabaceae 

Hampea trilobata  sakjool, majahua, majahua de ratón Malvaceae 

Hasseltia floribunda  hueso liso Salicaceae  
Heliconia latispatha  expanded lobsterclaw, platanilla Heliconiaceae 

Heteranthera reniformis  round-leaf-plantain,  kydneyleaf mudplantain Pontederiaceae 

Hippocratea celastroides bejuco de piojo Celastraceae 

Hippomane mancinella  manchineel, manzanillo de playa Euphorbiaceae 

Hydrocotyle verticillata  whorled marsh pennywort, sombrerillo 
americano  

Araliaceae 

Hyperbaena winzerlingii  juk-mi-back Menispermaceae 

Inga vera  river-koko, chalahuite, guavo Fabaceae 

Juncus andicola   Juncaceae 

Laguncularia racemosa  white mangrove, white buttonwood, mangle 
blanco 

Combretaceae 

Lemna aequinoctialis lesser duckweed, lenteja de agua, chichicastle Araceae 

Lemna gibba swollen duckweed, lenteja de agua, 
chichicastle 

Araceae 

Lonchocarpus cruentus    Fabaceae 

Ludwigia spp. water prim-rose  Onagraceae 

Malvaviscus arboreus  Turk's turban, wax mallow, amapola, 
amapolilla 

Malvaceae 

Manicaria saccifera  comfra palm Arecaceae 

Manilkara zapota chicle tree, chico zapote, sapodilla sapota, 
zapote, zapote blanco 

Sapotaceae 

Marsilea mollis  Chihuahuan waterclover, trébol de agua Marsileaceae 

Metopium brownei  black poisonwood, chechem, chechén Anacardiaceae 

Mimosa pigra  giant sensitive tree, carpinchera, árbol gigante 
sensitivo, adormidera, zarza 

Fabaceae 

Mora oleifera  alcornoque de la costa Pacífica Fabaceae 



Myriophyllum water milfoil, mil hojas de agua Haloragaceae 

Najas guadalupensis  southern water-nymph, najas, lechuga de rana, 
pasto de agua, sargazo 

Hydrocharitaceae 

Neptunia sp. water mimosa Fabaceae 

Nitella spp. brittlewort Characeae (algae) 

Nymphaea  waterlily, nenúfar, ninfea, lirio de agua Nymphaeaceae 
 

Nymphaea gracilis  cabeza de negro, flor de loto, apapatla, ninfa Nymphaeaceae 
 

Nymphaea odorata var. 
gigantea 

 apapatla, ninfa Nymphaeaceae 
 

Nymphoides fallax  floatingheart, hoja de pescado, lirio, ninfa, pan 
de manteca 

Menyanthaceae 

Pachira aquatica  Guiana chestnut, money tree, apompo, castaño 
de agua, zapote reventador, palo de agua, 
zapote bobo, tura, ture 

Malvaceae  

Pelliciera rhizophorae  tea mangrove, mangle piñuela  Tetrameristaceae 

Peltogyne purpurea  purple heart, nazareno, morado Fabaceae 

Pentaclethra macroloba  oil bean tree, quebracho, gavilán, carbonero Fabaceae 

Phragmites australis  common reed, carrizo Poaceae 

Pistia stratiotes  water lettuce, lechuga de agua, repollo de 
agua 

Araceae 

Polygonum hydropiperoides  smart swampweed, mild smartweed, mild 
water-pepper,  chilillo, matapulga 

Polygonaceae 

Pontederia sagittata  pickerel weed, camalote Pontederiaceae 

Potamogeton pectinatus  fennel pondweed, sago pondweed, espinaca de 
agua 

Potamogetonaceae 

Potamogeton pusillus  small pondweed, slender pondweed Potamogetonaceae 

Prioria copaifera  amansa mujer, cativo  Fabaceae 

Proserpinaca palustris var. 
crebra  

common mermaid weed Haloragaceae 

Pterocarpus officinalis  dragon’s blood tree, sangrillo Fabaceae 

Raphia taedigera  pine cone palm, yolillo Arecaceae 

Rhizophora mangle  red mangrove, mangle rojo Rhizophoraceae 

Roystonea dunlapiana  Cuban royal palm, yagua palm, yagua Arecaceae 

Ruppia maritima  widgeon grass, pelo de marisma, lama Ruppiaceae 

Sabal mauritiiformis  bay palmetto, sabal, palma guágara Arecaceae 

Sabal mexicana  Texas palmetto, sabal, apachite, palma 
apachite,  marrachao, palma redonda, guano 
redondo 

Arecaceae 

Sabal morrisiana  bay leaf palm Arecaceae 

Sabal yapa  thatch palm, palma de guano Arecaceae 

Sagittaria lancifolia  bulltongue arrowhead, sagitaria  Alismataceae 



Salix chilensis  Humboldt´s willow, sauce Salicaceae 

Salvinia spp. water fern, helecho de agua Salviniaceae 

Schoenoplectus americanus   American bulrush, tule esquinado Cyperaceae 

Schoenoplectus californicus  California bulrush, tule redondo, charanda, 
junco, totora 

Cyperaceae

Scirpus validus soft stemmed bulrush, junco redondo Cyperaceae

Spirodela polyrhiza  common duckmeat, lentejas de agua, 
lagrimilla 

Araceae 

Spondias mombin  hog plum, mombin plum, jobo  Anacardiaceae 

Stemmadenia obovata huevos de caballo, cojones de burro Apocynaceae 

Swietenia macrophylla  Honduras mahogany, caoba Meliaceae 

Tabebuia rosea  rosy trumpet tree, roble,  roble de sabana, 
maculis rosa, palo de rosa 

Bignoniaceae 

Taxodium mucronatum Montezuma bald cypress, ahuehuete, ciprés 
mexicano, sabino 

Taxodiaceae 

Thalia geniculata  alligator flag, banderilla, platanilla Marantaceae 

Typha domingensis  southern cattail, enea, junco, espadaña, tule, 
cola de gato 

Typhaceae 

Typha latifolia  common cattail, tule ancho, espadaña, juncia  Typhaceae 

Vallisneria spp. eelgrass, valisneria, ceibilla, pasilla Hydrocharitaceae 

Wolffiella lingulata  tongueshaped bogmat, lentejilla, chichicastle Araceae 

Zannichellia palustris  homed pondweed Potamogetonaceae 

Zygia latifolia hoop wood Fabaceae 

 

 
 


